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Youth Club  

Friday 17th February from 7.00 to 9.00.  New members welcome. Anyone 

who would like to help would be very welcome. See Kofi Bio or Fr Dominic. 

Third World  

Do not forget the poor of the third world box at the back of the 

Church. This collection will be going to India for bicycles for catechists 

and our scj seminarians to get to the seminary. We have so far £216 to 

send next week. 

 
Legion of Mary. 

 Michael O’Sullivan is speaking at Sunday Mass about the Legion and for new 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your prayers are asked for those who are sick: Margaret Williams, Mary 

Shepherd, Sister Veronica, Mary Hartigan, Clive and Katie Thomas, Louisa Thomas, 

Majella McAtavey, Harry Walkley, Rudolf Douglas, Anne Brennan, Patrick McAtavey. 

Joseph Lockington. 

Please pray for these whose Anniversaries occur at this time.  Oliver Blackwood. 

Margaret Foley. Joseph Picardo. George Bryan. Molly Peck. Steven O’Callaghan. Ted Simon. 

Seaumus McSorley. Clare Palfreyman. Delia Gallagher. Gerrard Griffin. Julia Smith. Sarah 

Cafferkey. Elizabeth Robinson. John Walsh. Wilfred Waterson. 
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Sat 4   6.00 Vigil People of the Parish 

Sun 5 10.00 Fifth Sunday of the Year  Joseph Picardo. 

Mon 6   9.30 St Paul Miki and Companions Josephine O’Sullivan. 

Tues 7     9.15 Ordinary time at St Martin de Porres McAtavey Family.  

Wed 8     9.30 Ordinary time   
 

Anne Morris.  

Thur 9    9.15 Ordinary time Ss Joihn & Monica Annie Joyce.  

Fri 10 9.30 St Scholastica Norman Foster.  

Sat 11   6.00 Vigil People of the Parish 

Sun 12 10.00 Sixth Sunday of the Year  Sr Magdalen Halls. 

Confessions Saturday 5.30-5.45 pm & by request 
  Forthcoming Events 

Feb   

22 Wed Ash Wednesday 

29 Wed Lenten programme for churches together 

March   

   

April 1 Sun Palm Sunday 

         3  Tues Passover meal 

        4 Wed Service of Reconciliation 

        5 Thur Solemnity of the Last Supper 

        6 Fri Solemnity of the Passion 

        7 Sat Easter Vigil 

        8 Sun Easter Sunday 

   

   

http://www.ssjohnandmartin.org.uk/
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Journey in Faith  see Fr Dominic. 
There are several reasons for taking this course: 
1 for those who wish to become Catholics, 
2 for Catholics who wish to be prepared for the Sacraments of Eucharist, 
Reconciliation and Confirmation,  
3 for those who wish to know more about the Catholic Faith whether they are 
Catholics or not. 
Anyone is welcome to come. Please let Fr Dominic know if you would like to 

attend. Members of the Parish are asked to inform people about this and if 

possible accompany them.  

Bethlehem. 

Look at the work of the children of Bethlehem in our Baptismal Chapel. It 

was done during the Summer when Angela Blackwood helped as she has 

been doing for some years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cure the Sick 

Pope Benedict XVI has written his first encyclical which is about love, a much 

abused term these days.  He reminds us of the church's vocation to proclaim the 

Gospel, administer the sacraments, and practise charity. In today's Gospel, we 

see Jesus curing the sick, reminding us of our vocation for charity. 

Sometimes atheists like Professor Dawkins, attack the Catholic Church and all 

other faiths of being responsible for all evil in the world.  His arguments would 

convince those who have little connection with religion or who have only a child’s 

understanding of their faith. He chose to interview Christians and others, who 

were fundamentalists, to suit his case. The sort of examples, we see in the 

protests against the recent cartoons against Mohammed in the secular press: 

protests by Islamic fundamentalists, showing placards which say massacre the 

blasphemers, behead them.  These kind of protests only add fuel to such atheists’ 

arguments 

The Pope's letter De Caritate emphasises Christ's command to love one's 

neighbour.  The five pillars of the Koran also require almsgiving and charity.  

When Christians do not live up to the commandments, they give scandal to 

unbelievers.  But when we fulfil, Jesus’ teaching and live according to his life, 

people understand and see that we are living according to his way of love.  "See 

how these Christians love one another" said the pagans about the first Christians.   

A well-known example in the city of Birmingham, was Monica Pearce, a Catholic 

and one time Matron of the City Hospital. She founded St Mary, Hospice in Selly 

Park for the dying and terminally ill.  She was a woman of great faith, and believed 

in the teaching of the Catholic Church, that it is wrong to take the lives of the dying 

by euthanasia. Monica Pearse approached this problem from a Christian point of 

view, and developed anaesthetics, which controlled pain and enabled people to 

die with dignity and not be deprived of consciousness.  Unfortunately many people 

today do not understand the Christian point of view in valuing of human life, and 

the possibilities of redemptive suffering and sacrifice as Jesus taught. Pope John 

Paul gave his example, when he continued to work as Pope, in spite of 

alzheimer’s disease, and much suffering from a debilitating lack of speech.  He too 

was a man of faith who trusted in Jesus Christ.  We like him are called to show 

love, and practice charity in all its dimensions.  

 


